
Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District: 

Thank you all for the tremendous honour you have bestowed upon me by electing me as the 

representative of our Grand Master, right here in his own District.  I am humbled by the confidence you 

have placed in me and the tremendous outpouring of support I have received to date. I will endeavour 

to justify your trust by putting forth every effort to continue to make Toronto East District one of the 

premier districts in our grand jurisdiction.   

The conclusion of the 159th annual communication of Grand Lodge brought us many reasons to be 

proud of our District and celebrate our individual lodges and members.   

Firstly, I am so pleased to share with you the wonderful news of R.W. Bro. Robert A. Johnston, W.M. of 

West Hill Lodge and Past D.D.G.M., being awarded the Grand Master's Meritorious Service Award.  The 

Grand Master plans to attend West Hill Lodge on September 3, 2014 to present this prestigious 

recognition to R.W. Bro. Johnston and I would encourage you to attend and join with us in honouring 

such a distinguished Mason. 

Congratulations to the following brethren from Toronto East District who have also been honoured for 

their service to Freemasonry, with the following appointments to serve our Grand Lodge in the coming 

year: 

 R.W. Bro. Allan C. Dvorak  Member of the Board of General Purposes 

 R.W. Bro. Leyland A. Muss  Member of the Board of General Purposes 

 R.W. Bro. Keith Jones   Member of the Board of General Purposes 

 R.W. Bro. William Utton   Grand Director of Ceremonies 

 V.W. Bro. Steve Jackman  Grand Superintendent of Works 

 V.W. Bro. Malcolm J. Parish  Assistant Grand Secretary 

 V.W. Bro. James O. Pickett  Assistant Grand Chaplain 

 V.W. Bro. M. Douglas Coulter  Grand Steward 

Their ongoing service to our Craft will shine as an example for the rest of us to follow. 

Congratulations the members of two of our Lodges, Birch Cliff Lodge and Coronati Lodge, on earning the 

"Cornerstone Lodge" designation for the ensuing two year period.  Together with the other Cornerstone 

Lodges in our district, they have benefitted from their participation in this worthy initiative and I would 

encourage each of our lodges to enrol in this program. 

I wish to recognize and thank our Immediate Past District Deputy Grand Master, R.W. Bro. David J. 

Neave and last year's District Secretary, V.W. Bro. Malcolm J. Parish for their dignified service and strong 

leadership in our District.  Each of us benefited by their tremendous efforts and many sacrifices and for 

that we owe them a debt of sincere gratitude.  I know they will continue to be leaders in our District and 

beyond and I wish them the best in their upcoming endeavours. 



I am pleased to announce that I have appointed W. Bro. Charles E. Frankland, Past Master of Birch Cliff 

Lodge as the District Secretary for this year.  We will be working together with the individual lodges, the 

District Chairmen and our District Chaplain, V.W. Bro. Joe Das, to ensure that we continue to better our 

lodges, strengthen our District and maintain our leadership by example within the Grand Lodge.  Please 

support these brethren throughout the year with your encouragement and assistance. 

Currently, W. Bro. Frankland and I are working on finalizing the District Trestle Board for the coming 

year.  However, I would ask you to mark your calendars and plan on attending the following events 

which are upcoming in August and September:  

 Monday, August 18  G.L. Officers Assn. Annual Meeting York Masonic Temple 

 Saturday, August 23, 11 a.m. S.W. Corn Roast    Wind Reach Farm 

 Wednesday, September 3 Presentation to R.W. Bro. Johnston West Hill Lodge 

 Thursday, September 4  Installation and Investiture  Alpha-Tuscan Lodge 

 Thursday, September 11 Installation and Investiture  Coronati Lodge 

 Monday, September 15  Installation and Investiture  Acacia Lodge 

 Tuesday, September 16  Installation and Investiture  Riverdale-J.R.R. Lodge 

 Saturday, September 20 , 9 a.m. Fall District Meeting   Doric Temple 

 Thursday, September 25 Grand Lodge of Instruction  Doric Temple 

In addition to the foregoing, the following is a list of tentative dates for receptions that will be held by 

various lodges in our District, to honour brethren who were elected or appointed to Grand Lodge Office 

this year: 

 Monday, September 8  V.W. Bro. Steve Jackman  Scarboro Lodge 

 Friday, September 26  R.W. Bro. Peter J. Sialtsis  Birch Cliff Lodge 

 Thursday, October 2  R.W. Bro. Allan C. Dvorak  The Beaches Lodge 

 Wednesday, October 15 V.W. Bro. Malcolm J. Parish  Brougham Union Lodge 

 Friday, October 24  V.W. Bro. James O. Pickett  Birch Cliff Lodge 

 Monday, December 1  V.W. Bro. M. Douglas Coulter  Mimosa Lodge 

Please note these dates are tentative and should be confirmed with the District Trestle Board, Website 

and the newsletters, Hiram's Lighthouse and The Builder. 

Thank you lastly to all those brethren who attended the annual Grand Lodge communication at the 

Royal York this past July and represented our District in every facet of the proceedings.  Daily life 

presents each of us with many demands from work, family and other sources.  So you are to be 

commended and recognized for taking time from your schedules to put forth your efforts.  

The Grand Master continues to remind us to strike a balance within our own lives, so that Masonry will 

complement, rather than detract from our family and work obligations.  While observing this balance, I 

would encourage each of us to look at the workings of our own lodge and our district as a whole and to 

continue giving our best efforts in our Masonic work.  Continue to make a daily advancement in your 



own Masonic knowledge.  Approach your W.M. and ask where you can help out.  Attend your lodge 

regularly.  Participate in Masonic Education workshops such as Mechanics of the Work, the Brother to 

Brother Program and read up on subjects such as Masonic Protocol and Etiquette.  Call a brother you 

haven't seen for a while and inquire how he has been.  Visit a lodge you haven't visited in a while and 

participate in your District events.  By undertaking these activities, you will help to strengthen your 

lodge and your District, you will be taking a leadership role in the Craft, but most importantly, you will 

also be rewarded by an increase in your abilities and a greater sense of accomplishment. 

My brethren, I look forward to the coming Masonic year with a great deal of excitement as I see the 

potential to achieve great things, if we all fulfill our obligations, support one another and come together 

in making our District and its individual lodges stronger by our united efforts.  Toronto East District is a 

premier District in our Jurisdiction and we must continue to work hard to show our pride and maintain 

our position of prominence. 

I look forward to greeting all of you at our Annual Senior Warden's Corn Roast on August 23 at Wind 

Reach Farm in Ashburn, ON, on Townline Road, east of Lake Ridge Road.  The food is always good, the 

atmosphere is fun and relaxing and the camaraderie is second to none. 

Please enjoy what remains of this summer and may the G.A.O.T.U. watch over you and your family until 

we meet again.   

 

Sincerely and Fraternally Yours, 

R.W. Bro. Peter J. Sialtsis 

District Deputy Grand Master 

Toronto East District 


